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LETT I TOR 
... You'll Keep Getting What You've Got 
The Other Press is a member of CUP, which stands for the Canadian University 
Press. It's another one of those massive student bureaucracies which you've 
probably never heard of, yet are indirectly paying money into. Size and cost 
. aside, it's an overall good organization in my mind. They host a lot of cool 
summits for student journalists all over the country, giving us a chance to get 
together, meet, greet, share and learn. 
There was one such gathering held at SFU last week, for all the student 
papers of BC, Alberta, and Manitoba. The event was mostly a hit: Educational 
and fun, I would have dubbed it an overwhelming success, if not for one 
depressing hitch that soured the day. 
You see, they asked Marc Emery to be the keynote speaker. For the two 
people who don't know, Emery is a very successful marijuana dealer and 
perennial attention whore. Pot is the only thing that matters to him, and he's 
spent most of his adult life crusading on behalf of the drug in one form or 
another, never meeting a public forum he didn't like. He runs for elected office, 
goes on TV, publishes pro-pot magazines, and now, evidently, is about to star in 
some CBC-made documentary. 
I don't support the legalization of pot, but political views aside, I could 
not fathom why we were inviting a crusading drug activist to be the keynote 
speaker of a student journalism conference. The man has no connections to the 
student press, or even the press in general, other than occasionally doing his 
crusading through the written word. 
Sadly, when I brought this (I hoped self-evident) point up with people, the 
best I would get was a shrug of the shoulders. "It's a student thing," they'd say. 
"It makes sense." Everyone knows students are potheads, in other words, so 
. why not just embrace it? 
The problem with student culture today is that we're far too eager to 
champion mediocrity. The media presents an image of students as lazy slackers, 
and we happily conform to the stereotype. Parents and authority figures greet us 
with low expectations, and we revel in the light workload. We're asked to put 
on events for OIP" peer group to enjoy, and we throw together something centred 
around ~Ucohol and weed. Hypocritically, however, we also tend to react with 
outrage and perplexity when we under-30-somethings aren't considered a 
demographic worth listening to or taking seriously. Instead of getting a seat at 
the adult table, at the nation's important organizations, events, and instructions, 
we.'re shuffted off to various "youth wings" where are graciously allowed to be 
as noisy ~we want-and influence just a~?<>ut nothing. . 
Of course, some youths don't see anything wrong with this current . 
arrangement They defend the second-tier status of students in the adult world 
as a way to preserve the purity of our student li~estyle and student voice. Let 
students be students, they say. 
Sadly, a lot of people use the label of "activist" to cover for their own 
laziness. They embrace causes not out of high-minded principle, but rather 
because it offers them some form of self gain. Mr. Emery, for example, would 
have a far more profitable pot empire if the drug .was legalized in North 
America, and many students embrace a dopey slacker lifestyle because it's 
easier, and gives them more immediate gratification than the alternative . 
But the long .. term consequences are far less fun. The longer students take 
to demonstrate maturity, the steeper and steeper the "real world's" learning 
curve will tilt. The best jobs and positions will remain the monopoly of the 
previous generations, as we consciously blow every opportunity to prove our 
competence. 
If students desire being part of a world in which we're treated as valuable 
and useful members of society, rather than rowdy munchkins to be delegated 
to various ~xes, we must learn to exceed, rather than conform to the tired 
expectations of "what students are" and "what students do." 
We're all student leaders in our own way-some of us more powerful than 
others, granted- but all of us hold some degree of inftuence over our peers. 
As long as we continue to use this inftuence to merely solidify the status quo, 
demean ourselves, and perpetuate negative stereotypes, very little will ever 
change. If your greatest ambition in life is to one day speak to a bunch of 
student journalists about the glories of marijuana, maybe that's not so bad. But 
for the rest of us, it's not so bot. 
As the old saying goes, keep doing what you're doing ... 
J.J. MtCullough, Editor-in-Chief 
Letter to the Editor 
Criticize Celebs, But Don't Stoop 
to the Shock-lock Level 
Pussy? Whore? Spearhole? The article "Worshipping 
False Idols with False Eyelashes" [October 11 issue) falls 
short of its promise of cultural criticism, and instead rests 
on the premise created by the very culture it is trying to 
criticize: when all else fails, say (or do) something crass. 
Such enthusiastically mean writing is hypocritical in that it 
embraces the cruel shock-jock mentality even while it derides 
the culture that created it. Hatred of specific superstars isn't 
a viable solution to commercialism. In fact, it's the other side 
of the same coin; the very act of arguing about whether or not 
Britney Spears is a whore, a degenerate, or an unfit mother is 
crass consumerism no matter what your conclusions are. 
The article contains valuable insights into consumer 
culture, but it is flanked on both ends by more unfortunate 
hatred to fuel the fire, and it is my opinion that the author 
needs to take one step back and gain some rhetorical 
perspective. There are already too many Perez Hiltons in the 
world of celebrity writing. 
-Aimee Ouellette 
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News 
Student Union Sells 
Controversial Building 
New West property has caused much political turmoil 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
T he Douglas Students Union officially sold 
their 8th Street building in New Westminster last 
week, formally concluding the union's brief and 
controversial venture into the world of real estate. 
More than any other issue, "the building," as it is 
simply referred to, has dominated Douglas student 
politics in some form or another for over the past 
three years, spanning the terms of four different 
boards of directors. 
Back in September of 2004 the student union's 
board of directors successfully purchased the 
property across the street from Douglas College's 
New Westminster campus, a small commercial 
building featuring a Subway, Japanese restaurant, 
computer parts dealership, and auto body shop. 
Though all existing businesses were allowed to 
continue operating, the board's long-term plan 
was to eventually demolish the existing structure 
and replace it with a high-rise apartment with 
low-cost housing for students. The ambitious 
decision proved very controversial, however. The 
property cost over $1.25 million for the union to 
purchase, and questions were quickly raised about 
whether the small, student-run DSU was in a 
position to afford or maintain such property. 
In the student union election the following 
spring, rival slates of candidates defined 
themselves largely as either supporters or 
opponents of the building plan, with pro-building 
forces narrowly emerging victorious. Opponents 
of the building retained a strong presence on 
council , however, and continued to raise questions 
about the purchase, both in terms of purpose and 
procedure. 
At the time, most of ~e financial logistics 
relating to the building purchase and subsequent 
ownership were handled by Joey Hanson, who 
was the DSU's then-financial co-ordinator, one 
of the union 's several unelected permanent 
employees. Hansen earned a reputation for 
secrecy and ambiguity, however, and much of the 
formal documentation relating to the purchase 
was never released to the public or the DSU 
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board. Matters were further complicated by the 
Douglas College's administration's 2005 decision 
to withhold all student funds to the student union, 
as punishment for the union's failure to present 
audited financial statements for previous fiscal 
years, as required by law. 
In frustration, in the spring of 2006 the anti-
building faction of the DSU council successfully 
sought a forensic audit of the student society. 
The audit in turn declared that Hansen had 
mismanaged the union's finances, and was 
misappropriating parts of the DSU budget to pay 
off the building's various expenses. Hansen was 
eventually removed from his job in the aftermath, 
but only after a period of lengthy political turmoil. 
When the student union was placed in 
receivership in January of2007, the DSU's 
new court-appointed receiver manager, Marne 
Jensen, finally ended the controversy and made 
the decision to sell the embattled building. Over 
the next few months she interviewed prospective 
buyers, and then formally requested a court 
order to sell earlier this month. The judge in 
charge then proceeded to take over the entire 
sale process himself, to ensure proper procedure 
was followed. A closed-bidding session was 
held between the same two clients Jensen had 
originally interviewed; Reliance Holdings, a large, 
Vancouver-based property-holding firm, and a 
numbered company owned by Euro-American 
Auto Body Inc., the auto shop company located in 
the back of DSU building. 
Reliance Holdings eventually won the bid, and 
the purchase deal was finalized on October 12. 
The firm will pay $1.55 million for the building 
and property, meaning the DSU has actually made 
a profit of nearly $300,000 t~e sale. 
The profit has been understandably greeted 
as good news at the DSU, after years of financial 
hardship. According to Matthew Steinbach, the 
DSU's college relations officer, the new cash 
will allow the DSU to pay down all of their 
outstanding debts, including several controversial 
loans that had given by the Canadian Federation 
of Students. 
Student Union 
News Shorts 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
End in Sight for DSU's 
Receivership Status 
After months of speculation and ambiguity, a definitive 
end date for the Douglas student union's current state of 
court-ordered receivership has now been set. Speaking at a 
board meeting last week, Marne Jensen, the DSU receiver 
manager, announced that she will present the student union's 
two outstanding audits, representing the fiscal years of 2005 
and 2006, at the society's annual general meeting, presently 
scheduled for the third week in November. Following the 
public presentation of the audits, the documents will then be 
received by the BC Supreme Court. If the audits are completed 
to the court's satisfaction, the DSU's receivership status will 
officially end, per the terms of the court-ordered arrangement 
initially imposed in January of 2007. 
The DSU originally entered receivership following a 
2006 lawsuit between the student union an~ the college 
administration over outstanding audits. As a registered student 
union, the DSU is legally required to provide the college with 
yearly audit statements, something previous DSU boards failed 
to do. 
New Assistant to 
Receiver Manager Hired 
Marne Jensen, the Douglas student union's court-appointed 
receiver manager, formally hired a new assistant last week to 
replace the recently departed Benjamin Johnson, who left the 
DSU earlier this month. 
The new assistant is a newcomer to BC, but a prominent 
face in student politics. Before moving to British Columbia 
last year, Jessica Magalios was a former director in the student 
union of Memorial University of Newfoundland, and later 
served as provincial chair of the Newfoundland branch of the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 
Though Marne Jensen holds final say over all financial 
decisions of the DSU, she lives and works in Victoria full-
time, and is only occasionally on campus as a result. Her 
assistants thus handle most of the day-to-day work of the 
union's finances. Magalios will be employed until December 
of 2007, the month in which Jensen is predicating the DSU 
will leave its present state of court-appointed receivership. 
Halloween Pub Night Planned 
A Halloween themed pub night will be held in the student 
union lounge next week, resuming an annual tradition. The 
October 30 event, which is open to all students, will feature 
a live DJ, free pizza, and cheep beer, but no cover charge, 
according to DSU internal relations officer Geoffrey Lenahan. 
Doors will open at 6:00, and students are encouraged to come 
in costume. 
Pub nights have been a longstanding DSU tradition, but 
were scaled back during the DSU's recent years of financial 
hardship. 
Students enjoy the 2005 Halloween Pub Night 
Updated Passport Rules Make 
it Easier to Travel 
By Courtney Broughton 
Nexus (Camosun College) 
VICTORIA (CUP) -- Students without 
passports should start to prepare their 
applications as passport requirement 
deadlines for entry to the US draw 
closer. Passports are now required for 
Canadians flying into the US, while 
birth certificates and driver 's licences 
are still accepted for land and sea travel 
across the border. But Passport Canada 
spokesperson Francine Charbonneau 
encourages students to apply now 
because "within the next year, passports 
will be required to drive into the 
States." 
Charbonneau also pointed out some 
changes that have been made to help 
Canadians apply and obtain passports. 
As of Oct. 1, the Simplified Guarantor 
Policy changes eligibility requirements 
for guarantors. Guarantors are personal 
references that confirm an applicant's 
identity by signing one of their passport 
photos and their application form. 
Previously, guarantors had to have 
certain professions, such as a doctor or a 
judge. But under the new requirements 
guarantors must have a current 
Canadian passport, or a Canadian 
passport that has expired within the last 
year. They must also have known the 
applicant for a minimum of two-years, 
be a Canadian Citizen, at least 18 years 
old, and been at least 16 when they 
applied for their own passport. It is also 
now acceptable for a family member to 
be a guarantor. 
Recent nline innovations have 
also helped streamline the application 
process. Full application forms are 
available online at www.pptc.gc.ca. 
Once the form is complete, it can be 
printed off and, along with a passport 
photo, can be signed by your guarantor 
and then taken to a service office. 
Approximate processing time is eight 
weeks by mail or courier, six weeks 
through the Service Canada Centre and 
two weeks through the Passport Canada 
Office. 
"The line-
up wasn't 
bad," said 
Alyse Adlard, 
aCamosun 
College student 
in Victoria. "I 
waited probably 
20 minutes in 
line to get into 
the Passport 
Canada office 
in June to 
prepare for a 
summer trip to 
New York." 
The standard-sized passport is 24 
pages, costs $87, and expires in five 
years. Renewing a passport is a bit 
easier but costs the same. Canadian 
residents who were at least 16 when 
they got their last passport, have a five-
year Canadian passport issued after 
Jan.31, 2002, have lived in Canada 
during their last passports issuance, and 
are applying with the same name as 
on their previous passport can submit 
a new application by mail or in person 
with two new identical passport photos 
and the previous passport. 
Todar's DOSI-secondarJ 
students need more than 
a minimum wage iob. 
'' 
The BC government's proposed changes to our 
post-secondary education system don't add up. 
Students won't get access to the skills and knowledge they 
need to get ahead because the government's Campus 2020 
Plan fails to fix the key problems of affordability and access. 
Our students deserve better. Their futures depend on it. '' 
(((. Federation of 
FPSE Post-Secondary Educators 
Find out more. www.takeaction. fpse.ca 
Opinions 
Anti-Americanism is Un-Canadian 
By Karen Rusk 
Travelling teaches us a lot of 
things: not only about our destinations, 
but about our points of origin as 
well. In my travels, one of the most 
enduring lessons I have discovered 
about Canadians is that we are painfully 
annoying. But not just annoying-we 
are self-righteous, smug, and snide. 
Nothing demonstrates this better than 
our anti-Americanism. 
While politeness is supposed to be 
one of our better traits, our inferiority 
complex takes over and causes some 
of us to be louder, more arrogant, and 
more mean-spirited than most of them. 
I am definitely a proud Canadian. But 
it's hard to be proud when I hear other 
Canadians criticizing George Bush and 
American policy to Americans who 
didn 't vote for him-and most of them 
didn 't, remember? 
Let's not forget that the US is 
home to a vast diversity of opinions, 
which should sound familiar to any 
Canadian. Their country is very divided, 
in most aspects. How many of us 
would like to be judged by Stephen 
Harper? (I know-I didn't vote for 
him, either. Just don't let it happen 
again, ok?) Talking with mixed groups 
of Canadians and Americans, I heard 
it time and time again, "Well, we 
don't dislike Americans, but [insert 
statement implying that we do hate more reflective about our present. 
Americans]." No, prefacing one's rude Yes, we come from one of the best 
and presumptuous statements with a places to live in the world. Of course I 
completely insincere assertion does believe that. I do not, however, believe 
not make them polite. These comments everyone around me needs to know that 
were usually followed by "In Canada, I think that, or that everyone around 
we [insert something we should do, but me should agree. And fair enough-an 
in actuality don't]." important aspect of diplomacy is the 
Countless Canadians idealize our ability to recognize, respect, and allow 
country in rather exaggerated and for differing worldviews. 
outdated ways, comparing our country Why are we so desperate to prove 
to the US, because this is apparently ourselves? I guess the US is such a 
the only measuring stick we are capable prominent spectre internationally that 
of using. We still u b h ld b l' l we are tired of 
view ourselves may e we s ou e a ztt e being recognized 
as Tommy less VOCal about 1812 and a onlyforcold 
Douglas, Pierre • • 7 weather and 
Trudeau, and lzUle more reflective about OUr raising a few 
Lester Pearson. present n vowels here and 
Great guys-and • there. And we 
exemplars of true Canadian values: are certainly tired of being mistaken 
the strength of community, the for Americans when we travel abroad. 
responsibility of a humane government The stereotypes surrounding travelling 
to its people, the multicultural ideal, Americans are not kind, to be sure (nor 
diplomacy, and generally keeping the are they very accurate), but there are 
peace. But all of those guys are dead, places in the world whose opinions of 
and their coattails don't stretch that Canadians have soured as well. Why? 
far. If we remain focused on trying to Because, in our attempt to show how 
show up the states, we will not only wonderful Canadians are, we blew the 
fail (seriously, how do you beat the US American stereotype out of the water. 
at showiness?) but we will also lose "Look at how loud I can be! Look at 
ourselves. If we think our country is so how drunk I can get! Look at how much 
great (and it is), maybe we should be a I don't care what anyone thinks of me!! 
little less vocal about 1812, and a little Canada-WOOOO! !! !" Whenever I 
see losers like this, I want to tear the 
huge, boastful maple leaf off of their 
backpacks. God. 
Please, if you love your country, 
don't make it seem like a place full of 
condescending little twits. 
Banning "Loaded Words" From Sexual 
Assault Trial Inhibits Justice 
By Megan Cleaveley, The Gateway (University of Alberta) 
EDMONTON (CUP) - When the rape or sexual assault, they're making a 
city of New York banned the use of legal conclusion rather than letting the 
the word "nigger" it was a ridiculous, jury fulfill its duty. 
but harmless, symbolic gesture. The Rape is a traumatic experience 
ban won't be enforced and prominent many women have difficulty admitting. 
African Americans such as Jamie Foxx This is a leading reason why it goes 
admit they'll still use the word. Being unreported. For a woman to have to 
a symbolic act, the ban doesn't really describe rape as sex is shocking and 
trample on the rights u h . 'll . degrading. 
of citizens. While this t e JUry Wl COntinue And it doesn't help 
doesn't make it any to be left in the dark SO that the jury wasn't 
more rational, it's informed of the word 
relatively harmless. long as Certain WOrds ban either. There have 
But when a b~ on arefiorbiddenfirom the been two mistria_ls ~s 
words comprorruses a result of hung Junes 
rights, we've got a courtroom. n already, and while a 
problem. A recent third trial looms, the 
case in Nebraska saw a judge bar the jury will continue to be left in the dark 
use of certain words from a criminal so long as certain words are forbidden 
trial. This is a common practice in the from the courtroom. 
state, as judges will often ban words In the second trial, Bowen was 
like "victim" that imply a crime was on the witness stand for 13 hours, 
committed. admitting the ban affected her testimony 
In the Pamir Safi trial, where he has because she had to choose her words 
been accused of raping Tory Bowen, carefully. Perhaps it's no surprise 
the judge agreed with the defence that Bowen is suing the judge and refuses to 
the words "rape," "sexual assault," adhere to the ban, saying she'd rather 
"victim," and "assailant" be barred. The go to jail than commit what she sees as 
rationale is that when a witness says perjury. 
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If this were a 
different case where 
Safi was accused of 
robbing Bowen, none 
of the words associated 
with that would be 
banned. There would 
never be a ban on the 
word "robbery," which 
makes me wonder why 
it has been deemed 
acceptable in the Safi 
trial to prohibit words 
associated with rape. 
Doing so reinforces the 
idea that we live in a 
culture where rape is 
just a common thing, 
trivialized in the media 
and popular culture. 
Considering the 
difficulty of rape trials 
to begin with, including 
frequent victim-
blaming insinuations 
like "she was asking for it," many 
women forego pressing charges at all. 
So, as long as rape occurs in our 
society, the courts should allow the use 
of the appropriate words to explicitly 
describe such acts in trials, allowing 
for more faith in the justice system for 
those who wish to report it. 
Opinions 
Douglas College: 
The Campus that 
Comfort Forgot 
By Steph Pawlenty 
"These cafeteria chairs are bloody uncomfortable." 
"Ahh screw it, lets go to crank some Kanye West in my Civic." 
Douglas College is a hard school. 
Not in terms of classes, teachers, or 
exams; I mean physically. The New 
West campus is basically little more 
than an enormous, cold, concrete 
block. It 's perhaps one of the most 
depressingly uncomfortable post-
secondary educational facilities ever 
conceived by man. 
Case in point: between classes, when 
you want to hang out, where can you 
sit? Oh, that's 
union building as well . They have a 
lounge, or something, I assume with at 
least one or two comfortable chairs. But 
honestly, have you ever known a single 
person who's gone there? I think the 
politicians are just being polite when 
they say it's open to the public. If I 
actually tried to hang out there I'd feel 
like I was infiltrating someone's secret 
clubhouse. 
It doesn 't have to be this way. 
Douglas could 
right, the stairs. 
Big, thick, cold 
concrete slabs 
that have been 
trampled on by 
peoples' dirty 
feet all day. Or 
if you have a 
problem with the 
steps you can 
''It doesn~t have to 
be this way. Douglas 
could be a much 
be a much more 
comfortable 
school than 
itis. At SFU 
their cafeteria 
has restaurant-
style booth 
seating and their 
computer labs 
have cushioned 
swivel chairs. try those lovely 
concrete benches 
more comfortable 
school than it is.~~ 
at the top of the 
staircase, which offer pretty much the 
exact same aesthetic appeal and comfort 
of steps, and are only slightly less filthy. 
The cafeteria isn't much better, 
neither is the library. Cheap, plastic 
chairs as far as the eye can see. Plus, 
both areas are vast, crowded, drearily 
decorated, and impersonal. They're 
places to go in, get what you need, 
and go out, not places any sane person 
would desire to spend much of their free 
time in. But they're all we have. 
Well, I guess we have the student 
Hell, at the 
Coquitlam 
Douglas they have all sorts of sofa-type 
things for students to sit on. I realize 
the New West campus is 30 years old, 
but come on, are we forever doomed to 
spend our student lives with the creature 
comforts of the 1970s? It's like being 
trapped in some horrible time warp . 
where we are forever stuck in an era that 
predates cushions. 
Simply put, Douglas is a pain in the 
ass. And I mean that in the most literal 
way. 
.r..........., 
l:f. :5tGIJhliln SG.: 
~ [I[ W.:.ilyn Frid!ki 
can be 
News 
Dear Dr:. SG.I have a 12-year-old son who~ came home ill after 
school. but wouldn't ~ushand or me what was wrong. After much 
questionillg. he finally that he was bavinc a problem "down 
there." He told my husband tbat be had bad an erection all day at school! 
Not knowing wbat to do. we took bim to the ~y room. and be was 
admitted to the hospital after some testing. Now be has been in the hospital 
for five days-still with an erection! What could have caused this? 
- Erection Radical 
Dr. Sex: Thank you for your uplifting question, ER. 
Dr. Fairdlild: ER, whenever children are concerned, we at SexySex always 
suggest seeking multiple opinions from different professionals. The children, 
of course, are our future. 
Dr. Sex: And it sounds like this kid has an amazing future career in the porn 
industry. 
Dr. F~: ER, you have to consider the possible reasons for your son's 
sudderi stiffness. Do you know if this is a recurring problem? 
Dr. Sex: I think the bigger qu estion is if your husband has bad erectile 
dysfunction. 
Dr. Fairdlild: Dr. Sex, we're talking about over-activity here, not inactivity. 
Dr. Sex: Well, perhaps the kid has raided the bathroom cabinet and taken the 
little blue pills, thinking they were candy ... 
Dr. Fairdlild: That's a very good point, Dr. Sex. Has your child ingested 
anything out of the ordinary lately? How about energy drinks? 
Dr. Sex: Yeah, those should actually be called energy "dinks." 
Dr. Faiftbild: There has been some reported cases of men drinking energy 
drinks and getting much more than they bargained for. This could be the case 
with your son. 
Dr. Sex: The drink slogans should really be "to restore mental arousal!" 
Dr. Falrddlcl: But really, a five-day boner is nothing to shake a stick 
at. Prolonged erections can either cause, or be the sip of, major penile 
problems. 
Dr:. Sex: ER.I kaow you're a woman and all, but I'B ... you kaow tbat 
penises are Yell~ Anything that bops...._ attac1led and useful for 
as long as poiiSiiJie 1S of the UCII'10St value! 
Dr. 10 die sroin or a malfunctioo of blood low can cause 
DOII!"eRIICth•_.reBliq, so taU your son's problem s.iousiy-llld try to be 
SQIII!IQdiia .. ..-~-Uillllfll'k.-·,OOutllta Youdoa't wauthim 
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''Shake Hands With the Devil'' 
Not Typical . Hollywood Fare 
By Duncan DeLorenzi 
F rench-Canadian actor Roy Dupuis 
bears a striking resemblance to retired 
Canadian Lieutenant-General Romeo 
Dallaire in the film Shake Hands 
With The Devil, which is based on 
Dallaire's memoir of the same title. 
The film depicts events of the genocide 
that took place in the small African 
country of Rwanda in the spring of 
1994. Dallaire 's helplessness and 
frustration as the leader of the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in Rwanda 
(UNAMIR) is clearly revealed as we 
begin to understand how such a "failure 
of humanity" took place. 
When peacekeepers are sent into the 
former Belgian colony with the intent of 
maintaining peace between the minority 
Tutsi and the majority Hutu it quickly 
becomes apparent just how understaffed 
UNAMIR is, and how little authority 
Dallaire has been given by his UN 
a suspicious airplane crash at the Kigali 
airport .and one of the government!s 
acting military leaders, Colonel 
Bagosora, tries to assume control. 
General Dallaire's attempts to maintain 
peace and order are thwarted not only 
by rebellious military commanders 
and extremist militia groups but by his 
own superiors at the UN as well. His 
mandate soon superiors. Soon 
after arriving, 
Dallaire is 
alerted to the 
discovery of 
several dead 
Tutsis found 
throughout the 
region of tht! 
capital city 
Kigali. Brutally 
murdered, 
the corpses 
''It is hard to believe 
that this is not just 
some H ollywQod 
flick, th'ese events 
actually did occur.'' 
becomes clf!ar: 
he and his. troops 
are not to take 
sides and above 
all they are not 
to use force to 
settle disputes. 
They are not 
to become 
militarily 
engaged with 
any of the 
are damning 
evidence that a crisis is brewing. When 
an informant reveals photographic 
evidence of secretly stashed weapons, 
Dallaire wastes no time in acting on 
his suspicions. However, no sooner has 
he made orders to unravel the obvious 
plans for an ambush when he receives 
instructions from the United Nations 
Peacekeeping Headquarters in New 
YorR to igpore the pictures, and to cafiY 
on business as usual. 
Not long after this, the President of 
Rwanda, Juvenal Habyarimana, dies in 
belligerents 
and their firearms are to be used for 
self-defense only. As the mass killing 
ofTutsi's begins Dallaire is restricted 
even further by a loss of some of his 
troops. The bodies of ten Belgian 
peacekeepers are found, slaughtered 
and dumped in a heap. This prompts the 
country of Belgium to withdraw their 
peacekeeping troops, immediately and 
substantially reducing the mission's 
manpower. 
Dallaire appeals repeatedly to his 
superiors at the UN for some form of 
"Untitled" bY Illterpo·l 
Song of the Week 
By Pat MacKenzie 
Although not necessa~ily 
creepy-but certainly haunting and 
atmospheric- "Untitled" by New York 
art-rockers Interpol is found on their 
2002 debut, Turn on the Bright Lights. 
It 's a track that can fit on any playlist 
featuring songs obsessed with the 
gathering darkness of late October (or 
any dark time of the year) and all that 
that suggests. 
Interpol is essentially a guitar-based 
rock band (is there any other kind?), 
but unlike so many c~ent mainstream 
bands operating in a post-Nirvana 
mode, where the listener knows he or 
~he is listening· to an electric guitar, 
with In~erpol , guitars are used mo~e 
as tex~es or as layers in an overall 
soundscape. 
And "Untitled" is as soundscap>} 
(is that even a word?) as modem rock 
songs come. Slow, moody and filled 
with echoes of The Cure and Joy 
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Division, the song proceeds like the 
arc of a modernist short story without 
a plot. At its beginning, the guitars 
sound like distant, echoing chimes that 
become subtly louder before drums 
and bass drop into the song providing 
a droning and corrosive groove. As 
"Untitled" progresses, the guitars come 
to the listener in shimmering cascades 
that alter between the aforementioned 
ring of chimes and the deeper resonance 
of church bells. Paul Banks vocals 
are minimal, tiut they provide a gentle 
disti~tion to the almost overbearing, 
bass-heavy, character of the surrounding 
music. 
It's possible to dance to this song by 
yourself, but it's easier with someone 
you like or love. In fact, because of 
the words, "Untitled" sounds like a 
love song. Like the vocal arrangement, 
Banks ' words are few ; however, they 
· are direct in their meaning: "surprise, 
sometimes will come around! I will 
surprise you sometime/ I'll come 
around!.oh, I'll surprise you sometime/ 
I'll come around when you ' re down." 
Despite the inherent heaviness of 
the music, the words of "Untitled," ' 
although seemingly incidental to the 
outside help, realizing that Rwanda is 
a country in the midst of not just the 
outbreak of civil war but something 
even more sinister. The killing 
continues and civilians flee by the 
thousands, finding temporary safety 
inside Kigali 'sAmohoro Stadium 
as well as some of the city's hotels. 
Meanwhile, the UN officially ends 
the mission and calls back all of the 
peacekeeping troops, including Dallaire 
himself. How.ever, as the mission's 
Force Commander, General Dallaire 
disobeys this command and with a 
handful of willing volunteers remains 
behind to try to do what he can to 
protect the lives of civilians. 
While watching the atrocity of 
genocide progress onscreen, it is hard 
to believe that this is not just some 
Hollywood flick, that these events 
actually did occur, that some 800,000 
human beings were brutally murdered 
in the span of 100 days. And it is even 
harder to believe that this occurred not 
long ago, well within this generation's 
lifetime. This is the true story of a 
courageous man who, when the rest of 
the world abandoned a country during 
its most dire time of need, acted against 
authority and under the guidance of his 
own sense of humanity to do what he 
could to preserve life. 
A disturbing but must-see film. 
rest of the song, stand as a simple 
reminder of the power of basic human 
contact- something we can all stand 
a little of in these, the dark days of 
October. 
Nothing Dead About R.E.M. Live 
By Mark Fisher 
R .E.M. has been widely praised 
as one of the best musical acts of the 
80s and 90s, and was also one of the 
best selling acts in the world during 
that time. But their albums in the new 
millenniwn haven't exactly garnered 
them very many new fans. Their most 
recent efforts, 2001's Reveal and 2004's 
Around The Sun were both criticized for 
being overproduced and un-engaging. 
Fortunately, R.E.M. can still connect to 
its audience live, as this triple disc Live 
CD/DVD set demonstrates. Running 
at one hour and 45 minutes, this is an 
R.E.M. fan's dream come true. 
The recording is taken from a February 
2005 show in Dublin Ireland, near the 
end of R.E.M. 's world tour in support 
of Around The Sun. By this point in 
the tour, R.E.M. was in prime shape, 
having played hundreds of shows in six 
continents. It took a while for them to 
master playing songs from Around The 
Sun in a live setting; when I saw them 
in November of 2004, the newer songs 
seemed to be dragging their set down. 
It's tough for any band who's been 
around this long to introduce newer 
songs into their hit-laden repertoire, 
and they went through several setlist 
experiments in order to find a way to 
represent their new albwn and still 
put on the best show they possibly 
could (yes, I read all their set lists off 
the internet, that's how much I obsess 
over this band). R.E.M. is a band that 
would never release an albwnjust for 
the sake of having a tour, and thus 
any setlist from their 04-05 jaunt has 
almost half the songs from Around 
The Sun somewhere on it. This concert 
has the best tracks from Around The 
Sun, such as "Leaving New York," "I 
Wanted To Be Wrong," and the rarely 
played "Ascent of Man." I'd highly 
recommend it to anyone who's a fan of 
R.E.M. but who skipped out on their 
latest albums, you get to experience the 
best of what they've put out lately-
including "Imitation of Life," by far the 
best song on Reveal. 
The set includes a live DVD of the 
concert and two CDs of it as well. The 
great into 15 minutes, and include 
fantastic performances of "What's The 
Frequency, Kenneth?" "Drive," and 
"Rockville." The highlight of the entire 
concert, at least in my opinion, is "The 
One I Love." The performance is the 
best take of the classic song that I've 
ever heard. 
The DVD is filmed more like a 
collection of music videos than a 
regular concert DVD, and for the most 
part it works well. Considering how 
diverse the band's selection of songs is, 
it makes sense to vary the filming style 
to match them. A song like "Everybody 
Hurts" is done nearly entirely as a 
close-up on lead singer Michael Stipe, 
while hard rocking songs like "Bad 
Day" are edited with super quick shots 
to present all the madness that happens 
on stage and in the crowd. While the 
differences can be a bit jarring, it really 
~~I,d highly recommend it to anyone 
who,s a fan of R.E.M. but who 
skipped out on their latest albums,, 
CDs split the main act onto the first 
CD and the encore onto the second. At 
first this seemed an odd way to split 
the content, but listening to the encore 
by itself is something I'd strongly 
encourage, especially if you just want a 
quick dose of R.E.M. The five tracks on 
it pack everything that makes R.E.M. 
helps to capture the live energy of the 
band. Hopefully R.E.M. will make 
everyone happy by capturing a little of 
that energy on their next albwn. 
The Appeal of Dr. House 
By Laura Kelsey 
Dr. Gregory House is considered 
unconventional. 
Besides the fact that he is addicted 
to painkillers and sometimes gets his 
patients drunk, the moody doctor does 
whatever it takes to get to the bottom 
of a patient's problem; the dramatic TV 
show House revolves around his need 
to solve mysterious 
for doctors on our continent. It doesn't 
matter if you fully believe in the folk-
practicing ways of Eastern and Chinese 
traditional medicine-you have to admit 
that focusing on the broader picture 
in terms of your whole body and your 
health instead of a specific warning sign 
seems only logical. 
And if you are unlucky enough to 
be in the 18 percent 
ailments. The 
show is a hit, but I 
reckon it's not just 
because viewers 
enjoy watching 
the disabled 
doctor harass his 
subordinates-it's a 
deeper illustration of 
the state of Western 
healthcare. 
Those watching 
House get to indulge 
uso, how has a 
drug-addicted, rude 
man has become 
the epitome of 
dashing medical 
professional?" 
of Canadians that 
do not have a 
general practitioner, 
then you know 
full well the sad 
state of walk-in 
clinics. Although 
clinics admittedly 
exist to relieve 
emergency room 
wait times, and 
not to continually 
themselves in a medical fantasy where 
doctors will do anything to find the 
cause of their illness-not just treat 
their symptoms. 
Western medicine has long been 
accused of bandaging surface problems 
and not healing the whole self. Whether 
it is an issue of money or a lack of 
patience, the quick fix is the way to go 
treat full-time 
patients, much of 
the population relies on this fast-food 
version of healthcare because of a 
lack of family doctors. But seeing a 
different doctor every visit not only 
adds inconsistencies to your treatment, 
it can also invite medical mistakes 
since patient records may be scattered 
throughout various clinics. 
But, recently, a study was published 
in Archives of Internal Medicine that 
noted the unproductive, and sometimes 
uncomfortable, nature of physician 
check up chitchat-so even those with 
regular GPs do not escape doctor-
related difficulties. 
So, how come a drug-addicted, rude 
man has become the epitome of dashing 
medical professional? 
Because, although his efforts may 
seem irregular, a doctor who puts more 
thought into how he is going to cure his 
patients rather than what he is going to 
say to them is what we need more of-
patients want to know honest answers 
from their doctors, not what the doctors 
had for lunch. Perhaps, if every doctor 
were as much of a detective as Dr. 
House is, we'd all be in better shape. 
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VIFF Reviews: Round Two 
Vancouver International Film Festival, September 27 to October 12 
By Duncan DeLorenzi 
Garage (Ireland, 2007) 
This unassuming and deceptively simple film provides a 
glimpse into the sometimes lonely, but mostly contented 
world of a man with willfully good intentions. 
When Josie's boss shrewdly asks him if he wouldn't 
mind working some extra hours on weekends, Josie-being 
the slightly simple-minded and eager to please man that he 
is-accepts the extra workload with pleasure. As the sole 
employee of his boss' dilapidated gas station in a small 
Irish town, Josie enjoys simple things like feeding apples to 
horses and listening to the rugby match on the radio. Though 
he is mocked and taken advantage of by the local guffs 
down at the pub, he persistently maintains an agreeable 
countenance which inevitably wins him community 
recognition and protection. 
When he is presented with a new employee, 15 year-
old David, Josie welcomes him, even going so far as to 
invite him to enjoy a few cans of beer after work. However, 
small towns being what they are and people making the 
assumptions that they do, it is not long before this small act 
of kindness lands him in hot water. Josie's honest search for 
friendship demonstrates the frustration and sacrifice often 
made by the easily misunderstood. 
Quietly affecting, this film won't fail to touch even the 
most cynical among us. 
Garbage Warrior (Great Britain, 2006) 
An innovative and fiery architect by the name of Michael 
Reynolds started experimenting with building sustainable 
housing in New Mexico in the 1970s. Dubbed "earthships" 
his homes are built with old tires, empty bottles, and 
whatever other garbage happens to be available during 
construction. The interesting thing is that much of what 
constitutes "garbage" in America actually makes for 
fabulous building materials. 
Reynolds' building designs are mostly sustainable and 
his buildings generate their own electricity, collect their own 
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water, and trap their own heat. They are also remarkably 
artistic and aesthetically pleasing. Not one for fancy titles 
or even experience when looking for workers, Reynolds 
chooses his partners based on his own idea of humanity. 
His problems basically start and end with the county, the 
state, and the American Architectural Association, who all 
decry his designs as unsafe, untried, and therefore illegal. 
Despite his eco-friendly intentions, it seems the legal world 
is utterly opposed to him and his wild ideas. Ironically, 
it is the helplessness that emerges after a natural disaster 
which ultimately becomes the catalyst for reconsidering the 
plausibility of his designs. 
One of the most remarkable aspects of this film is not 
necessarily the extraordinary nature of Reynolds' innovative 
building ideas, but his determination to push on in the face 
of overwhelming adversity. At a time when our planet is 
facing imminent catastrophic devastation from the effects 
of global warming, here is affirmation that there are still 
members of our society who will voluntarily undertake 
enormous personal risk in order to affect positive change. 
Anyone concerned about the environment or global 
warming, and any and all who welcome the idea of change 
with respect to how we should be living our lives in the 21" 
century should make a point of seeing this film. (Winner: 
People's Choice Award for the Most Popular International 
Nonfiction Film) 
The Band's Visit (Israel, 2007) 
A concert police band from the Egyptian city of Alexandria 
lands in Israel with the intention of playing a show at a 
local Arab Cultural Centre. However, they take the wrong 
bus from the airport and wind up in the wrong small town. 
Under the leadership of the very stoic chief, who is also 
the band's conductor, they get set to walk along the dusty, 
barren highway in search of the right place. But the hungry 
band members convince the chief to stop at the town's local 
diner for lunch first. The woman running the place takes 
pity on this obviously stranded motley bunch and decides 
she will help them by putting them all up for the night. She 
convinces some of her employees, as well as a friend of 
hers, to help out by each taking a couple of them home. 
The unique situations that the band members and their 
patrons all find themselves in make for very humourous 
and entertaining scenes where cultural differences are 
often either made light of or pushed aside completely. The 
universality of the human condition is delightfully revealed 
through the feelings of the characters amidst their awkward 
situation. The filmmaker successfully manages to reveal the 
struggles with which people from opposing political and 
cultural regions interact with each other. The most resonant 
feeling I was left with after viewing this film was the 
profound revelation that unexpected moments of intimacy 
can arise just about anywhere, at any time, and take any one 
of us by surprise-a truly wonderful film, and one of my 
favourites at the festival this year. 
Award Winners at 
the 2007 VIFF: 
It was a very successful festival this 
year with the number of admissions 
meeting or exceeding expected targets 
at just under 150,000. 
Juried Awards: 
Kyoto Planet Climate Change 
Award: Swedish film The Planet, 
by directors Michael Stenberg, Johan 
Soderberg and Linus Torell (includes a 
$25000 cash prize) 
Citytv Western Canada Feature 
Film Award: Vancouver director Carl 
Bessai 's film Normal (includes a $ 12 
000 cash prize) 
Most Promising Director of a 
Canadian Short Film: BC director 
Anna McRoberts for the film The 
Windfishemum (included a $ 2000-
anonymously donated-cash prize and a 
$5000 Avid Media Composer software 
package donated by Avid Technology 
Inc.) 
NFB Best Canadian Documentary 
Award: Quebec's Yung Chang for the 
film Up the Yangtuy (includes $ 2500 
in development money to go towards 
director's next NFB documentary) 
Women in Film & Television 
Vancouver Armtic Merit Award: 
director Gwen Haworth for her film 
She,s a Boy I Knew 
Audience Awards: 
Rogers People's Choice Award for 
the Most Popular International 
Film: Persepolis, directed by Marjane 
Satrapi of Iran and Vincent Paronnaud 
of France 
Vancity People's Choice Award for 
the Most Popular Canadian Film: 
She,s a Boy I Knew by Vancouver 
filmmaker Gwen Haworth 
People's Choice Award for the Most 
Popular International Nonfiction 
Film:GuoogeW~rbyUK 
director Oliver Hodge 
Previously Announced Awards: 
Dragons & Tigers Award for Young 
Cinema: China's Robin Weng for the 
film Fujian Blue and China's Zhang 
Yuedong for the film Midaftemoon 
Buies (the$ 10 000 cash prize was 
shared between the two) 
lapandroids: Human After All? 
By Luke Simcoe, A&E Editor 
I 'm sitting behind the bar at the 
Commodore Lanes on Granville St., 
nursing a lukewarm beer, watching 
pins drop and listening to the top 40 
R&B spilling out of the bowling alley 's 
speakers. My interview subjects are 
late, and I'm cursing myself for not 
bothering to get either of their phone 
numbers. It 's not unusual for music 
journalists to get stood up-musicians 
and artists are, by their very nature, 
a bit spontaneous-and I'm starting 
to wonder if I should pack it in. 
Fortunately, as I suck back the last of 
my beer, I spy Brian King-one half of 
Japandroids-bobbing down the stairs 
into the alley. I expect to see the other 
half-David Prowse-in tow, but he 
doesn't materialize. 
Having seen the band perform, it's 
safe to say that guitarist/vocalist King 
and drummer Prowse have a fair bit of 
chemistry as a live unit. Their setlists 
are often uninterrupted, segueing from 
the end of one song right into the start 
of another, and you kind of get the 
feeling that they jam out just as hard in 
their practice space as they do on stage. 
The reason I mention this because I 
had simply assumed they would arrive 
together. 
After apologizing for his own lack 
of punctuality, King informs me that 
Prowse is "on Dave time" and will 
likely be arriving soon. Rather than wait 
around, we decide to rent some shoes 
and get rolling. Prowse shows up just in 
time to join us for the first game. 
I do a lot of interviews at the 
Commodore Lanes. I like it there. 
It's a different setting than bands are 
used to, it's licensed, and the act of 
bowling gives me an opportunity to do 
what some professional interviewers 
refer to as 'blending.' It puts people at 
ease, and it's a chance to for everyone 
to get to know each other before the 
tape recorder comes out. It's also a lot 
of fun, although I inevitably lose to 
almost every band that I bowl with. 
The first game is no exception, with 
King trouncing both his bandmate and 
myself, despite the fact that he made 
us well aware that he hadn't bowled in 
ages. Luckily, I'm able to steal some 
of his thunder in the second game, and 
actually come out on top-if only by a 
few points. 
Those few points quickly turn into 
a few pints, and soon enough we're 
talking loudly over the sounds of 
clanging pins and even more top 40 
R&B. Like a lot of up and corning 
local acts, the boys in Japandroids are 
still corning to terms with the media 
machine-"I think it's hard for us to 
take the whole interview thing seriously, 
it's just weird for us to talk about 
ourselves," says Prowse, and trying to 
get the band to open up is occasionally 
akin to pulling teeth. 
I try to lead in with some questions 
what the band's soon-to-be-forthcoming 
second EP is going to sound like. Matt 
Skillings of Run Chico Run produced 
their first record, and Dave and Brian 
have been making regular pilgrimages 
to Victoria to work with him on their 
follow-up. "It's a little less cohesive 
than the first one," Prowse notes, and 
King reluctantly chimes in with "the 
guitar sounds are quite different and the 
vocal interaction between Dave and I is 
also quite different." 
The song is either an indictment of 
our news media, or an ode to reading 
one's morning paper, and when I ask 
King about it, he says "being asked 
questions about the songs makes me 
very uncomfortable." He then brushes 
off the forthright nature of his answer 
by joking "if you wanted to ask me 
questions about some of the hot girls in 
my building I could talk about that for a 
long time." He's also more than happy 
to talk about his mother's two black 
cats: "the black 
When asked 
when we should 
be expecting to see 
the record, the pair 
shrugs. Like many 
bands in Canada, 
they're sifting 
through their couch 
to try and scrounge 
together enough 
scrilla to get their 
uBrain sees music as a 
bit of a sacred cow; irs 
something to be heard 
attack." 
Curiously, 
everything changes 
when the tape 
recorder gets turned 
off. Off the record, and appreciated, but 
never put under the Brian begins with 
• d d. "I wish we could 
miCrOSCOpe an lSSectedn promote our band 
CDs pressed. "It's not really slowing 
us down though," says Prowse before 
reiterating that it means they'll just have 
to save a bit more money before putting 
the EP out. King notes that it just gives 
them more time to write songs, saying 
"by the time the EP is pressed, we'll 
have another EPworth of songs ready 
to rock." 
The money issue leads me to inquire 
about what the pair does when they're 
not plugged into "the Japandroids rock 
n' roll machine." Prowse informs me 
that he's a waiter and bartender at one 
of the upscale restaurants in Stanley 
Park and that King is a "scientist." 
When I press King for a bit more info 
about his day job, he simply replies 
with "I drop science." 
Anyway dear reader, I'm sure you're 
noticing a pattern: King tends to play 
the alternately silent or funny man to 
Prowse's straight man. I run headfirst 
into King's unwillingness to play the 
interview game when I ask him about 
some of his lyrics. Particularly, I'm 
interested in the meaning behind "Press 
Corps," where the lone refrain of "press 
corps/give us something to wake up 
for" is repeated over and over again. 
without having to 
promote our band," 
before launching into a sermon that 
pins his passion and enthusiasm for 
his band firmly on his sleeve. Talking 
openly with him, you get the impression 
that he sees music as a bit of a sacred 
cow; it's something to be seen (or rather 
heard) and appreciated, but never put 
under the microscope and dissected 
with the media's scalpel. Prowse echoes 
his bandrnate's sentiments when he 
says "we practice a hell of a lot, we're 
putting a lot of time into it, and we 're 
taking it pretty seriously, but it's still 
weird to think that people actually want 
to interview us." 
I'm also really interested in how the 
band arrived at their sound. They're 
noisy, but they're not a noise band. 
They rock, but they're definitely more 
than just a rock n' roll act. Their songs 
contain elements of shoe gaze, but 
neither member seems prone to staring 
at their feet. They seem to occupy all 
the cracks and tiny spaces between 
these genres, making their rather in-
your-face sound both distinct and 
mercurial at the same time. 
Prowse says "it's funny because 
neither of us listen to the kinds of 
bands that make the kind of music we 
make ... People have compared us to the 
Jesus and Mary Chain and My Bloody 
Valentine, which is weird because I 
don't like either of those bands." King 
pipes up again with "there was a time 
when I worshipped JAMC like gods, 
but they don't influence me at all." The 
band chocks up a lot of their inability 
to be defined or pigeonholed to a lack 
of common musical taste between 
them; almost in unison, the pair says 
"we don't like the same music at all." 
King points out that he's not a fan of 
indie rock, and professes a love for west 
coast hip-hop before Prowse concludes 
"I think if we agreed on more music 
we might sound more consistently like 
some other band." 
It would seem that a shared love 
of making, as opposed to listening to, 
music is what drives Japandroids. The 
creativity and chemistry that results 
from it, as well as their surplus DIY 
ethos, has been enough to endear them 
to the bleeding hearts and bleeding 
ears of many a Vancouverite, and the 
band has been charting well on college 
radio across the country. They also won 
their first round at Shindig, the CiTR-
sponsored Battle of the Bands, and are 
set to duke it out in the semi-finals on 
November 20. 
In the end, I was ultimately too nice 
to tell them that they're probably going 
to have to do a lot more interviews in 
the future. 
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Beware the Fake Degree 
With the right amount of cash getting one can be easy, but it doesn't pay off in the end 
By Tristin Hopper, The Link (Concordia University) 
MONTREAL (CUP) - It's a tenth of 
a millimeter thick, it's composed of 
wood fibers, and it's typically the second 
largest purchase you will make in your 
life. On this sacred parchment, years of 
study, thousands of dollars and countless 
sleepless nights are humbly distilled 
and adorned with signatures, seals and 
an official-looking gold leaf. This is 
the university diploma, essentially the 
doorway into countless future careers, 
the centerpiece of any resume, and one of 
the last things you see before the dentist 
gasses you unconscious for a root canal. 
But are they real? 
Increased access to high-quality 
printing technology coupled with the rise 
of the Internet has spawned a new golden 
age for fake educational credentials. 
Fake diplomas, fake transcripts, fake 
accreditation, and even fake universities 
now make up the tangled web that is the 
modem world of falsified academia, a 
black market that some are calling the 
"perfect crime." 
"Law enforcement officials just 
haven't picked up on this," says 
Robert Clift, executive director of the 
Confederation of University Faculty 
Associations of British Columbia. 
"They consider it a victimless crime." 
His Confederation recently set up 
www.bcdegrees.ca, a website designed 
to expose unaccredited universities 
operating in British Columbia. 
Unaccredited universities, sometimes 
referred to as "diploma mills," are 
institutions that operate without 
recognition by official accrediting 
bodies and grant degrees with little 
or no academic study. They often 
carry names similar to those of well 
known universities or colleges, operate 
by correspondence, and award a 
degree based solely on "work or life 
experience." 
"Anybody is able to profit off this 
crime very easily," says Clift, adding 
that it is extremely difficult to prosecute 
known diploma mills. "Where did the 
crime happen? Students are in one place, 
schools are in another place, and the 
school says it's located in another place," 
he says, stating that prosecuting diploma 
mills requires intense coordination 
between law enforcement officials, 
which he says might explain why 
officials "just don't really want to deal 
with it." 
Clift pointed out the potential dangers 
a phony university can pose to society. 
"Rutherford University-a degree mill 
currently under investigation by the BC 
government-will give out degrees in 
therapy and counseling psychology." 
Professions, he says, where an 
unqualified person can "screw someone's 
life up royally." 
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did, he was only one course away from 
completing his English degree. 
"He told my girlfriend to get her visa 
through the Korean consulate," he says, 
"and told me that he would take care 
of my paperwork." Kang removed his 
doubts by assuring him "not to worry 
~l')tf.5l-"R-m1;u about it," and "this is how it's done in 
n\.mre.MJ:. 
. ~.u:rHr:. \\f:--:< f..G\U1E Korea." 
'1.1U'1U.I?.P . \'OR -niA1 I) 
. HO""oiV>~'·~J. ul'<J\!f>1'$l'l'i When he arrived in Korea, he \'l.ft\0 HI\S • S'i 'fl·"-' ' 
Lf_ ~ ..,.. llected his papers from the school 
JT. .. ~I-~o;"'· where he would be working only to 
f2....- ····~_:_·.·.·.-. :::· <!, .. ~deC.....- d that Kang had fixed him up with a ~J!.w.;;o;-~ ____ . .. : ..... : .. ·:··Cx~ .. iiUP":· : -:P:~:- ~: .. ·:.0·,;:·....,:· ~~;~~~~~~~~::i~~e d~gree0 andthtranscript frofhi~A~di~ .......... ~"''"' professors mvers1ty. ver e course o s time m 
At the moment CUFAJBC is working to 
shut down a number 
of known unaccredited universities 
operating in the Vancouver area, such as 
Rutherford and Lansbridge University. 
Often, they are known only by a PO 
Box or an email address, and, as Clift 
points out, "you can't prosecute an email 
address." 
There is a thriving Internet market 
for the "speedy degree." Even a search 
for "university degree" on Google will 
pull up Belford University as its first hit. 
Belford touts itself as a "fully accredited" 
university that offers a variety of 
and government Korea, he would meet about 10-15 other 
officials, received doctorates from four teachers who were in similar situations. 
unauthorized foreign colleges." They carried degrees from Acadia, 
Reports such as these have raised Mount Ellison, and UBC, and often in 
concerns about contemporary methods subjects that were completely irrelevant 
for checking academic degrees. to teaching English, "mine was for 
Provence Consulting is a Vancouver- Kinesiology," said the Newfoundlander. 
based staffing agency that, among He never openly advertised the fact 
other things, fills academic positions at that he held a fake degree, but he asserts 
Concordia University. In over nine years that it's unlikely his superiors would 
of operation, an official with Provence have minded. "Schools didn't seem 
says they "have never encountered a to care whether or not their [foreign] 
fake degree." He added, "If there's ever teachers had degrees, it was just about 
a question of academic integrity, we having a white person with an accent ... 
look into it." Provence will contact the there were definite racist und~rtones." He 
educational institutions on a candidate's added, "In these small private schools, 
CV, and if"[those institutions] call back the bottom line was a dollar ... it was all 
and say that they have no record of a about money, about filling the seats." He 
particular candidate, then that's all we said that failing a student was frowned 
"Fake diplomas,fake transcripts,fake accreditation, 
and even fake universities now make up the tangled 
web that is the mod~rn world of falsified academia" 
upon. 
After the Newfoundlander had 
been teaching for a year, David Kang 
was suddenly arrested, and his files 
seized. From those files, South Korean 
authorities began rounding up all th0se 
whom Kang had equipped with false 
degrees. After spending ten days in 
two different detention centers, the 
Newfoundlander was deported back to 
Canada. 
degrees based on "life experience." 
The university guarantees fast shipment 
of documents, and even offers special 
"discounted" prices on package deals. 
For instance, you can get a Bachelor's, 
Master's and Doctorate degree all for 
only $1,034-a savings of $443 off 
individual purchases. Of course, to 
qualify you have to take a few minutes 
and fill out their online skills test. 
Hardly a fringe practice, the fake 
degree has been discovered at all 
echelons of professional society. In 
November 2006, the United Nations 
issued a statement that it had fired a staff 
member because it was found that his 
degree was "bought from a well-known 
Internet-based agency, not earned at an 
accredited university." 
In February 2007, the New York Ttmes 
reported "fourteen employees of the Fire 
Department of New York bought phony 
diplomas over the Internet and submitted 
them to the city in an attempt to meet 
educational requirements for being 
promoted or hired." In October 2006, the 
Korea Ttmes reported, "more than 150 
high-profile national figures, including 
need." 
Virginia Bruce, the Concordia director 
of graduate admissions, expounded on 
the variety of ways the university will 
check the credentials for applicants 
into Concordia graduate programs. 
They receive transcripts direct from 
educational institutions, they hire private 
credential services, and they share 
information about worldwide-accredited 
institutions with other Canadian 
universities. Although Bruce couldn't 
recall specific numbers, she stated the 
university has indeed encountered 
falsified documents. 
In 2005, the South Korean 
government began a crackdown on 
foreign workers utilizing falsified 
documents. The Link spoke with a 
Newfoundlander who was deported for 
teaching English in Korea using false 
academic credentials. He chose to remain 
anonymous. He and his girlfriend had 
come up with the plan to teach English 
in Korea as a way to pay off their student 
loans. They got in touch with recruiter 
David Kang, who asked them if they had 
university degrees. While his girlfriend 
He reflects, "I was pretty stupid not 
to do my homework," and warns others 
"to make sure they know what they are 
getting into." 
Upon returning to Newfoundland 
he finished his English degree, and 
just recently he passed the TESL 
examination, which will allow him 
to legally teach English as a second 
language. He is currently looking to get 
into business school and, failing that, 
he'lllook for another overseas teaching 
position. 
Looking back, the experience has 
nevertheless given him a different and 
almost cynical perspective on university 
degrees. "[Regarding business school] 
I would have to say, a lot of business is 
common sense .. .I don't particularly see 
the value of business education," and 
admitted, ironically, ''I'm going for the 
paper." 
New Menu! New Management! Renos under way now Free WiFi 
FO L U JUI 
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~o!?~~~~&li9ur Intra murals is a Travesty 
D ouglas College has recently 
made the unfortunate decision to 
discontinue all in school intramural 
programs this year. Due to a lack of 
gym space, intramural sports programs 
were the first on the firing line. 
Dropping the intramural programs 
is a terrible loss for Douglas College 
and all of its students. There are many 
terrific benefits to intramurals, and 
regrettably, Douglas students won't be 
privy to any of them, for at least this 
year. 
Earlier this year, I went to try and 
find a floor hockey intramural I could 
play in. I was shocked to discover that 
because classes cover almost all day 
times during the week, and school 
sports, such as basketball, wrap up all of 
the additional time periods, there would 
be no more intramurals. What a shame. 
Intramurals are a great place to meet 
new people in college, and obviously, to 
play popular sports if you aren't quite 
good enough to make the school teams, 
or just want to get out for some fun. 
Also, in a time of MSN and World of 
Warcraft, a little exercise can only be a 
good thing. 
Now, it's perfectly understandable 
that the college gyms are busy places, 
but Douglas has always been able to 
accommodate intramural sports before, 
what's changed now? 
Not only are intramurals a good 
place to meet your peers, but they are 
also a great way to get involved at the 
school, and have a great time playing 
sports without having to make a big 
time commitment. 
People are always saying that college 
is the time of your life to make new 
friends, to forge lasting relationships. 
One of the great ways to accomplish 
that is through sports teams. Now, for 
people who don't have the time or 
ability to compete on an official school 
squad, they are deprived of that chance. 
I don't think that the school's 
organizational staff realizes just how 
important and worthwhile intramural 
sports can be. So lets hope that for next 
year at least, intramurals can be brought 
( . 
back to Douglas for everyone to enJOY 
them. 
Canucks' Rypien Making an I mpact 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
R ick Rypien is a perfect example 
of why you should never give up 
chasing your dreams. The Vancouver 
Canucks' resident sparkplug was never 
drafted, and had to work hard for 
everything he's got today. 
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Due to a lacklustre effort in a 
humiliating 8-2 loss to the Philadelphia 
Flyers, the Canucks demoted Ryan 
Shannon and brought up the feisty 
Rypien, who was one of the last cuts 
in training camp this year. Rypien 
was brought in to provide spark and 
re-establish Vancouver's trademark 
hardworking attitude and style of play. 
Head coach Alain Vigneault knew 
that Rypien could supply this. Earlier 
in the preseason, Rypien had knocked 
out Edmonton Oiler's defenseman 
Mathieu Roy with an overly aggressive 
bodycheck. Rypien was assessed a five 
minute major for charging and a game 
misconduct for the hit. He suffered 
no supplementary discipline from the 
NHL's head office, however. 
Rypien has always played with one 
toe over the line. The former Regina Pat 
has never backed down from a fight, 
even against many players much bigger 
than his 5' 11 , 170 pound frame. 
During his first call up game against 
the Edmonton Oilers this season, 
Rypien turned in a superb effort. He was 
an effective penalty killer, and he scored 
Vancouver's first goal of the game, 
adding an assist as well. Rypien had 
played the day before for Vancouver's 
farm team, the Manitoba Moose, and he 
also competed the next night as well, 
once more providing impact in a 4-1 
Vancouver win over Edmonton again. 
"I've got to play my game and 
stick to what I do out there and that's 
bringing energy and bringing the team a 
spark." Rypien said. 
The only reason Rypien hasn't been 
a Canuck's mainstay over the last two 
seasons is because he has been the 
victim of a seemingly endless stream 
of injuries over the last two seasons. It 
all started during a 2005 game against 
Minnesota when Rypien broke his leg. 
The next season, he broke a thumb in a 
preseason tilt against Anaheim Duck's 
heavyweight Geoff Peters. Once he 
recovered from that setback, he ripped 
his groin in a game against the Oilers 
on December 4. It was just his second 
game back. He tried valiantly to battle 
through his groin tear as well as a large 
abdominal tear during his rehab period, 
but eventually bowed to the inevitable 
and went in for surgery in April. During 
the preseason this year, Rypien again 
suffered a nagging groin injury, but 
recovered in time for the conclusion of 
training camp. 
For now, Rypien is healthy and 
fit to play. He's giving the Canucks 
a much-needed boost of energy with 
his ferocious play and never say die 
attitude. With just a few NHL games 
under his belt, Rypien is looking to 
stick with the big club in the only way 
he knows how, by going full-throttle all 
the time. Despite his numerous injury 
setbacks, Rypien has said he refuses to 
alter his style of play. 
Hopefully he can stay healthy and 
give the Canucks exactly what they 
need. If all goes well, Rick Rypien will 
be with the Vancouver Canucks for a 
very long time. 
MacFarlane with then-President George H.W. Bush 
Craig MacFarlane a True Inspiration 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Douglas College recently played 
host to an extraordinary man. Craig 
MacFarlane is quite possibly the 
world's greatest blind athlete, but really, 
he is so much more than that. He's a 
truly inspiring person. 
Born and raised in Sault St. Marie, 
MacFarlane was blinded at two years 
old in a freak accident. At age six, he 
had to attend a special school for the 
blind in Brantford, Ontario, over 500 
miles away from his home. When he 
was seven years old he was introduced 
to wrestling. He wrestled for eleven 
years, competing many times against 
sighted competitors. He wrestled 
against other blind competitors for 
Canada in the blind Olympic Games. 
MacFarlane has won 103 gold 
medals in a variety of sports, including 
wrestling, water-skiing, snow-skiing, 
and track and field. At 19 years old, 
he moved in with Gordie Howe, and 
lived there for 18 months. At the 
legendary Howe's encouragement, 
MacFarlane began public speaking 
at age 19. He has been speaking for 
Edward Jones Investment group as a 
goodwill ambassador for 17 years, and 
has spoke for such major companies 
and corporations as Coca-Cola, AT&T, 
GM, and Ford. At the request of his 
close friend, former US President 
George H.W. Bush Sr.-who wrote 
the foreword to MacFarlane's book, 
Inner Vision-Craig MacFarlane has 
spoken at three Republican National 
Conventions. In over 20 years of public 
speaking, Craig has done presentations 
at 2,500 high schools. 
When Craig was 13 years old, he and 
then 14 year old Wayne Gretzky were 
honoured at a banquet. The two have 
been friends ever since. MacFarlane has 
played in Michael Jordan's celebrity 
golf tournament, and won the closest to 
the pin contest. He's also played golf 
with Willie Nelson, and beaten him. 
His best round was an incredible 91. 
In 2006, Craig traveled to Rome and 
was granted an audience with Pope 
Benedict. Over the years, Craig has 
done appearance tours with such stars as 
Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris, and Joe 
Frazier. He 's spoken in 41 countries, but 
most wants to go to Australia. 
He has recently set up a foundation 
called 20/20 Inner Vision, which is 
dedicated to keeping kids in school. 
Due to his friendship with superstar 
Mario Andretti, NASCAR has agreed to 
sponsor his foundation and its website. 
At the 1984 Olympic Games in LA, 
Craig was invited by former President 
Ronald Regan to carry the Olympic 
torch. A great speaker with a fantastic 
sense of humour, Craig is a big believer 
in hard work. 
"It's so easy to be mediocre, but it's 
not so easy to be great. When I wake 
up in the morning I always try to have 
a positive attitude, always try to have 
goals, both short and long-term ones. 
Setting goals helps you get through 
the tough days. I truly believe that 
there is no substitute for hard work; we 
create our own luck and breaks. Don't 
Jet anyone tell you what you can 't do, 
because if you're looking for someone 
to set the odds for you, you probably 
won't have to look very far," says 
Craig. 
While Craig, who, despite his 
excellent presentation skills, has never 
taken public speaking courses, is an 
immensely positive and inspiring 
person, he does indeed know what he's 
lost. 
"I would trade all my gold medals 
for my eyesight. To see my parent's 
faces, the colors of a rainbow, or 
something as simple as a tree, I would 
give almost anything for that." 
Spending just 45 minutes listening 
to Craig was enough to have a positive, 
lasting impact on me. He is a truly 
vibrant person, and we would all do 
well to set store by his example, that 
no matter what the odds, a person can 
accomplish anything. 
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Last week Garth took us through 
numbers ten through six of his ten 
greatest Canucks of all time. This week, 
he finishes the countdown. 
#5 Thomas Gradin 
One of the best offensive players 
Vancouver has ever had, Gradin played 
?77 g~mes and recorded 593 points, 
mcluding two 86-point seasons, one 
right after another in 1981-82 and 
1982-83. Gradin was picked up by 
Vancouver in a steal of a deal for the 
Canucks, they sent a second round draft 
pick to the Hawks for Gradin, who had 
a career best 37 goals in 1981-82. He 
also proved to be reliable defensively as 
well, posting a career high plus-15 that 
same season. 
Along with Richard Brodeur, Gradin 
was instrumental in leading the Canucks 
to the Stanley Cup finals in 1981-82, 
scoring a superb 19 points in 17 games. 
Gradin played a total of eight 
seasons for Vancouver, and is still 
widely considered the greatest center 
the team ever had. A tremendous skater 
with terrific hands, the main criticism 
on Gradin was that he didn't shoot 
enough. Gradin was not picked up by 
Vancouver after his points declined to 
41 after the 1985-86 season, and he 
signed as a free agent with the Boston 
Bruins, where he played one year and 
put up a respectable 43 points in 64 
games before moving back to Sweden 
to play in the Swedish Elite League for 
another two years before retiring. 
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#4 Stan Smyl 
Despite being born in Alberta, 
Smyl is a Vancouver boy through and 
through. He was a powerful forward for 
the New Westminster Bruins in junior, 
and 'the Steamer' played his entire 
13 year career for the Canucks. While 
Smyl was not the greatest skater, and 
stood only 5' 8, he had just captured 
two Memorial Cup championships 
with the Bruins when he was drafted 
by Vancouver in the third round 40'h 
overall, in the 1978 amateur draft. 
Smyl became team captain in 1982 
and held that position until he retired. 
He was an integral part in the Canuck's 
improbable run to the Stanley Cup finals 
in 1982, and while some of his records 
have recently been eclipsed, by the time 
he retired he was Vancouver's all time 
leader in games played (896), goals 
(262), assists (411), and points (673). 
He was best known for his hard-nosed, 
bruising style of play, accumulating 
1556 penalty minutes in his career. He 
was famous for his heavy bodychecks 
and willingness to drop the gloves. 
Smyl is the only Canuck in team 
history to ever have his number (12) 
retired. After he hung up the skated in 
1990, he became a Vancouver assistant 
coach for the next eight seasons, 
before becoming head coach briefly 
in Manitoba, Vancouver 's topAHL 
affiliate. 
Top ten Canucks, 
Part II 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
#3 Markus Naslund 
The current Vancouver captain has 
worn the 'C' since 2000-01. Naslund 
has become feared throughout the 
league for his wicked wrist shot and 
his ability to pick the corners. He was 
acquired by the Canucks in 1995-96 in 
one of the most lopsided deals in NHL 
history from the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
Vancouver sent Alek Stojanov to 
Pittsburgh for the man who would 
eventually become the face of their 
franchise. Naslund would go on to 
become the all-time team leader in 
goals, passing Stan Smyl and Trevor 
Linden for that distinction with 322 at 
last count. 
While Linden is currently the all-time 
leader in points, Naslund is only 18 
points behind him and will more than 
likely surpass him for the all-time 
team lead by season's end. He is also 
the team's all-time leader in power 
play goals as well . After Pavel Bure 
Naslund is without a doubt the mos; 
offensively gifted player ever to put on 
a Vancouver uniform. 
He set a career high for points when 
he scored 48 goals and 56 assists for 
104 points in 2002-03, when, playing 
alongside Todd Bertuzzi. He also won 
the Lester B. Pearson award as the 
league's top player as voted by the 
league's players. He lost out to Peter 
Forsberg for the Art Ross scoring 
championship on the last day of the 
season, and also finished second to 
Forsberg in Hart Trophy voting as the 
NHL's MVP. Naslund was a first-team 
all-star that year, and played in the NHL 
all-star game. 
Naslund led the team in scoring for 
seven straight seasons until last year, 
and was named the team MVP and 
most exciting player for all of those as 
well. Naslund is currently in the final 
year of his three year US$18-million 
deal, and has stated that he wants to 
finish his career in Vancouver. While his 
offensive totals have dipped recently, he 
has bought into Coach Alain Vigneault's 
defensive system and improved his 
plus/minus dramatically. 
If Naslund finishes his career in 
Vancouver, I have no doubt that he will 
be on top of this list by the end of his 
playing days. 
#2 Trevor Linden 
The face of the franchise for almost 
two decades, Trevor Linden is quite 
often known as captain Canuck. Drafted 
by the team second overall in the 1988 
~raft, Lin~en is the most popular player 
m team history. The franchise's all-time 
leading point scorer (721), Linden sits 
second in goals (311), and assists (410). 
However, he is only one assist behind 
Stan Smyl, and will likely pass him this 
season. 
The 6' 4 Linden was a dominating 
junior player, captaining the Medicine 
Hat Tigers to back-to-back Memorial 
Cup titles, as well as leading Team 
Canada to World Junior Championship 
gold. In his rookie season in Vancouver, 
he recorded 59 points and finished 
second to Brian Leetch for the Calder 
Trophy as the NHL's rookie of the year. 
Linden was appointed captain of the 
team in only his third NHL season, at 
20 years old, making him the youngest 
captain in team history. 
While Linden never became a super-
scorer, he enjoyed consistent offensive 
campaigns and was revered throughout 
the city for his remarkable leadership 
qualities, his excellent face-off skill , 
his tendency to throw bone-crushing 
bodychecks, and his dedication to 
defense, being one of the team's top 
penalty killers. Linden was also reliable 
offensively, scoring 30-plus goals in six 
of his first eight seasons and hitting at 
least 70 points four times. 
Linden was money in the playoffs, 
collecting 80 points in 79 career playoff 
games with Vancouver in his first time 
with the team. However, the real reason 
that Trevor Linden is far and away the 
most popular player in team history lies 
in his commitment to the community 
and charity endeavors. In 1997, Linden 
won the NHL's King Clancy Award as 
the league's top humanitarian. 
Linden's best offensive season came 
in 1995-96, when he had a career best 
80 points, with 33 goals. Linden is 
also famous for leading Vancouver to 
the 1994 Stanley Cup finals, where he 
cemented his reputation as the team's 
heart and soul. He posted 25 points in 
24 games, including two goals in the 
final game seven against New York. 
Linden was traded to the New York 
Islanders after clashing with hockey's 
prince of darkness Mike Keenan, 
in a deal that was heartbreaking but 
beneficial deal for Vancouver. The 
Canuck's obtained Todd Bertuzzi and 
Bryan McCabe, Bertuzzi being traded 
before last season for Roberto Luongo. 
Linden became captain on Long Island, 
but was soon traded to Montreal, where 
he spent two seasons before being 
swapped to the Washington Capitals, 
before being reacquired by his beloved 
Canucks. 
Linden is in what will most likely 
be his final NHL season, hoping to win 
his first Stanley Cup. Cup or no cup, 
as soon as he decides to hang up the 
blades, Linden's number 16 will be 
adorned from the rafters at GM Place. 
#1 Pavel Bore 
The best player in the Vancouver 
Canucks' history is Pavel Bure, a 
breathtaking talent from Moscow, 
Russia, who was selected in one 
of the most controversial drafts in 
NHL history, 1989, the year the Iron 
Curtian fell and previously untouched 
Europeans from Eastern Bloc countries 
made their way over to the NHL. But 
then again, nearly everything about 
Bure was controversial, his cloak-and-
dagger departure from the Russian 
national team in the middle of the 
night, and the ensuing legal battle over 
whether or not he would have to return 
to Russia or be permitted to play for 
Vancouver. 
Nicknamed the Russian Rocket 
for his amazing speed and spectacular 
moves, Bure was electrifying. He 
played seven seasons for Vancouver 
before a sour ending ruined his tenure 
with the team and he was traded to 
Florida in one of the biggest blockbuster 
deals in team history. At 5 '1 0, 180 
pounds, Bure wasn't big, but he was 
one of the most explosive players in not 
only team, but hockey history. He sits 
fourth in team goal scoring with 254 
goals as a Canuck, and would have had 
many more had injuries not derailed his 
career. Devastating knee injuries forced 
him into premature retirement, but in 
his time with Vancouver, he was truly 
amazing. 
Bure won the Calder Trophy as the 
NHL's top rookie in 1991-92, finishing 
that year with 34 goals and 26 assists 
to become the first Canuck to win a 
major award. The next two seasons he 
was even better, setting team records 
for goals with 60 in each season and 
shattering the team single season 
points record by recording 110 and 107 
respectively. Those records still stand. 
Bure became the first ever Canuck to 
eclipse the 50 goal mark. He was no 
slouch defensively either, putting up a 
plus-35 rating in his sophomore season. 
These totals earned him a starter's 
position at that year's NHL all-star 
game. 
Bure became a Vancouver legend 
during the 1994 playoffs. In 24 games, 
he had 16 goals and 31 points at just 23 
years old, helping the Canucks to Game 
7 of the Cup finals against the New 
York Rangers. The most famous goal 
of his career, and in Canuck's history, 
was the breakaway, overtime winner 
in Game seven against the Calgary 
Flames. 
After that magical postseason run 
though, things would never be the 
same. The labor stoppage next season, 
along with the beginning of several 
serious injuries would hamper Bore's 
explosive game. Serious communication 
breakdowns and mud-slinging through 
the media on both sides would seal his 
fate with the team. 
An intensely private individual, 
Bure played for Russia in the 
Olympics with his brother Valeri, 
displaying remarkable offensive force 
in leading his team to a silver medal. 
He as a legendary junior player in the 
Soviet Union, winning World Junior 
Championships and Russian club titles 
as well. Bure went on to be a force for 
the Florida Panthers, while in Florida, 
he was the NHL's leading goal scorer 
in 2000 and 2001. He played in 6 NHL 
all-star games. After retiring, he became 
the GM of Russia 's national team. 
However messy his stay with the 
Canucks ended, Bure was the most 
exciting, and the greatest player in 
Vancouver Canuck history. 
Well, that's my list. I hope it was 
enjoyable and helped people learn about 
some of the older players that helped 
make the Canucks what they are today. 
Did I leave any of your favorites out? 
I'd be happy to hear comments and 
suggestions at 
Supergarth @hotmail.com 
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The ''Other'' News 
The Sun Enters Eighth 
Wee.k of Job Action 
· Firey Ball of Gas Remains Sole Holdout in Labour Dispute With City 
By lain "Pepper" Reeve 
The Sun remains the sole job 
action holdout, as Vancouver garbage 
and library workers appear to have 
reached settlement at press time. The 
flaming ball of mostly hydrogen, which 
is responsible for life as we know it, 
has refused to emerge from behind 
local storm clouds for eight weeks, 
demanding a shorter work day, an 
increase in vacation pay, and pay equity 
with other stars which are of equal size 
and illuminate the same number of 
planets. 
The Sun, as with all essential 
service providers, has been required 
by provincial law to provide essential 
service. This involves illuminating 
Vancouver for at least a few hours every 
week to prevent the death of plants, 
whitening of citywide skin tones, and 
mass panic that would characterize 
eight weeks of perpetual darkness. 
Instead, Vancouverites have been 
treated to sporadic glimpses of the 
warm orb of civilization, only to have it 
disappear and be replaced with clouds 
and rainfall. . 
Several issues have plagued the 
negotiations between the municipal 
government and the Sun's union, 
Major Astral Bodies (MAB), Local 
3948. For one, the Sun's sheer size-a 
surface area of 11,900 earths-and 
distance-some 8.3 minutes away by 
light speed-makes communication 
difficult. As it would take over 13 years 
to receive a sound made by the Sun, the 
city of Vancouver's negotiation team 
has been communicating visually with 
the Sun, as light travels between the two 
bodies much more quickly. 
Negotiations have moved along 
slowly. "We very quickly reached 
agreement on working hours," stated 
city negotiator Stanley Pivot. "With 
Fall coming, the Sun's work day 
will decrease progressively over 
the next several months before the 
peak season arrives again," he noted. 
However, he went on to mention that, 
"the big sticking point has been the 
Sun's demand for a return to old style 
worshipping and sacrifice rituals, which 
I don't think the voters of the city of 
Vancouver are prepared to live with" 
and that "he is also making noises 
about early retirement, and that's also 
something that, if we gave in to, would 
not make us look good." 
The Sun is believed to be 4.57 billion 
years old, and thus is about mid-way 
up the seniority ladder at MAB 3948. 
This is the first time the Sun has gone 
on job action in 4270 years. In 2263 
BC, the Sun's labour dispute was settled 
by a group of pre-history citizens, who 
pacified the Sun's demands by building 
Stonehenge and agreeing to a work-
share arrangement with the Moon. 
''Canadians Don't Want to Elect 
Liberals Right Now" Explains Dion 
Timid leader rejects chance to flirt with election failure 
By lain "Pepper" Reeve 
In a lengthy speech last week, which 
represented the official opposition's 
official response to the Conservative 
government's throne speech, Liberal 
Party leader Stephane Dion noted that 
Canadians are sick of the Liberal party 
and are not willing to vote for them. 
The Liberals have been shown to be 
trailing the Conservatives by as much 
as ten percentage points in recent polls 
as of late. 
Speaking of the party's inability to 
form a majority government since 2004 
Dion stated that, "three failed elections 
in three and a half years is too much." 
He continued, in the trademark broken 
English which has characterized his 
leadership, "while the Conservative 
throne speech contains many failings-
on the environment, on poverty, and 
other key issues-the Liberal Party 
recognizes that Canadians are still quite 
sick of us and our candidates and will, 
- thus, not force an new election at this 
18 
time." 
This move will once again ignite 
criticism of Dion for being too meek 
to lead the country's most successful 
party. During his speech Dion's voice 
cracked repeatedly, causing laughter to 
erupt from the other caucuses. A single 
tear could be seen behind the glasses of 
Dion, who held his favourite blankey 
for the remainder of the speech. The 
blankey had previously been held by 
Deputy-Leader Michael lgnatieff for 
safe-keeping. 
Apparently voters are turned off of 
Dion due to his tendency to try and 
use reasoned arguments to advocate 
thoughtful policy, a far cry from the 
chest thumping, abrasive game of 
rhetorical dodgeball that characterizes 
a normal session of parliament. "I wish 
he would stop quoting studies about 
the environment and just start yelling 
incoherently and undercutting his 
political opponents," said Josephine 
Franklin of Sudbury. She continued, 
"He needs to chew up the self-esteem 
of his opponents and spit it all over the 
faces of the voters, · them in a 
fine spray of political roughage. That's 
what Canadian politics is all about." 
~!~R"~en Harper Just Shy 
OTTAWA, ONT-With this year's 
throne speech seen as a mean-spirited 
slap in the face to Stephane Dion's 
Liberals, Conservative Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper's wife Laureen has 
told The Other Press that Harper only 
bullies others "because he's shy." 
"Oh, it shouldn't take a rocket 
scientist to figure that out," Laureen 
told the paper in an exclusive interview. 
"After all, Stephen has never been 
popular around the House of Commons, 
and he's always been a little chubby, so 
my Stevie does have a few insecurities." 
Fellow Members of Parliament see 
a link between Harper and his choice 
of victims. "Well, of course Stephen's 
unpopular. He's kind of ugly, not very 
educated, and he's from Calgary," 
confided Pierre A. Paquette, MP for the 
Riding of Joliette. "But I guess then 
it's no surprise that he only picks on 
nerds like Stephane Dion. Nobody likes 
Stephane, so nobody sticks up for him." 
Things reached a boiling point on 
Wednesday, when Harper was sent 
to the Governor-General's office for 
detention, after giving Dion a wedgie, 
and slashing the Human Resources and 
Skills Development budget by $153 
million. At that point, Joe Comuzzi, 
MP for the Riding of Thunder Bay-
Superior North, introduced Bill C-42, 
or "An Act Requiring that Stephen 
Harper be Allowed to Play Dodgeball 
Tomorrow at Recess" in an effort to 
persuade Mr. Harper to play nice and 
cease his bullying. The bill passed 
resoundingly, with only the Bloc, 
predictably, opposing. 
Mr. Comuzzi addressed the house 
after the bill was passed, saying, "Mr. 
Speaker, today, this parliament has 
learned an important lesson; the lesson 
of friendship. We've learned that even 
while we may have vast ideological 
differences, and regularly insinuate 
that our opponents across the floor lack 
patriotism and do not respect human 
rights, that doesn't mean we can't be 
friends." 
The Speaker then called for a vote on 
whether or not the House would then go 
out and get ice cream cones. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gordon Campbell 
Makes Impassioned 
Plea for ''Delicious, 
Delicious Blood'' 
By ''Salty" Liam Britten 
VICI'ORIA, BC-Speaking to a crowd 
of assembled reporters on Monday, 
Premier Gordon Campbell made an 
impassioned plea to all healthy British 
Columbians to donate blood whenever 
possible. 
"For too long, the Canadian Blood 
Service has had to deal with blood that 
is thin, watery, and lacking in tasty 
nutrients," the Premier said, pausing to 
lick his lips. "I am calling on all British 
Columbians, especially pure, innocent 
virgins, to donate their delicious, 
delicious blood as often as possible." 
The Premier shared the stage with 
Canadian Blood Services representative 
W. John Dawson. While Dawson 
appeared pleased with Campbell's 
enthusiasm, be seemed to be somewhat 
more reserved in his calls for donations. 
"The Premier is correct, BC does 
have a blood shortage, and we can 
always use more," Dawson began. "But 
I must say, Mr. Premier, we do need 
people other than virgins to donate 
blood." 
Campbell then took the opportunity 
to announce legislation outlawing coffin 
burning, as well as a ban on wooden 
stakes and garlic being within 100 
metres of the Legislature Building in 
Victoria. After a brief question period, 
Campbell quickly excused himself, 
stating, "The Sun is rising awfully 
quick." 
A rare photograph of the Prime Minister 
is 
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